PIPA(POETRY IS PUBLIC ART)
Report: Documents from the Archive
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The PIPA (Poetry Is Public Art) Project is a conceptual
collaborative endeavor which is based on the site-specific
potential of poetry projects to intersect with public spaces.
What this means is that poetry can happen anywhere, at any
time; can intersect with space and time not as random word-
play but as covert reflective commentary. PIPA is a concept
that has been exercised around the world for many centuries.
PIPA has no members except for those who, intentionally or
non-intentionally, choose to break poetry out of the frame of
the page and test its assimilation and/or intrusion into public
spaces. Although the archive implies organization, there is no
organizing principle behind PIPA, except for the organizing
principles at work in the mind of any poet who, at any time,
chooses to design, orate, sloganize, decorate, or sculpturally
infiltrate public space. (See disclaimer.) PIPA is not a con-
tainer for the minds of poets, but rather is a convergence of
minds working independently or in groups to infiltrate
public spaces at the level of poetry. PIPA activities will in-
clude and/or have included:

" any poetry activity that causes passersby to pause.

* handing out poems on busy avenues (the haughtier
the better).

“ slapping poetry stickers on advertisements that “talk
back” to the advertisement.

“ leaving poems behind on park or subway benches
(a.k.a. “the problematic poetics of littering”).

“ leaving poems in the form of messages on phone
booths or public toilets that cause passersby to
pause and think: that language looks quite strange.



" proclaiming poetry from soapboxes.

" using poets’ skills as condensers of language to
create witty and provocative slogans for political
rallies.

” designing poetry signs to blend in with the sur-
rounding signage.

BlrY: Photograpks taken &t cthe aite
af puslic machines (MG subject e
FIPR poetcy casds, 9990,

BIFd: Deirnkar Martality stestpaate
aksat "ROEMS OF GRIEF™ |[ona af mary

mow WORDS [N THE pasted oo pates pawey 10001
MOURNING TIME 1 winesreaste Smeers
by Robert Hayden “PoiM3 OF GRIEF" inclide:

= Tuew aiF e By Adonis

ey . i - * Elr::; .UI Bera Muumovs by George
OAOTREEOr AN SOOFRESed

s mmes aF THE Brven and & s Cane by
D’!.IWI:H‘H— Wislawa Sevmbarska
Thi waclanl ghelba, dum * Prom: Dhemee by Theresa Hak Kyasg Cha

:';:.’P"t fﬂﬂ A L s CoeLusivry by Fanay Howe
# WL HONIY HAS THE SCENT OF PREED™ by

Wia hails kil clasticy Afma Akkmatova
nﬂ'ﬂmﬂ'”‘l.l‘rll‘lﬂﬂﬂd a MMy s O s Fare oF Face b v
folar Killirg arsd our baba )

- Murie ] Raleysee

+ My Tisip By Osip Masdelshiam
+ Tme Gop o Wan by B, Brech
CENUNHE S pyrar, 1T =] KROW VOU, YOU ARE THE DEEFLY BOWEDT
= by Padl C¢lan

+ Tap & womL oF HETORY gasiape By Walled
Benjamin

+ Paipu By Dahlia Ravikovikek

+ from Worrs s THE Movessc Tae by
Robert Hayden

217



